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Way to Go, Blake!
Blake Turner, a 7th grade student at Palestine Grade 

School, had the opportunity this fall to represent his school at Team 
Quest.  Team Quest is a team competition with emphasis on cre-
ativity, problem solving, and trivia.  Blake was one of  four stu-
dents from his grade level selected to participate.  Students com-
peted in groups of four:  two 8th graders (Logan and Kayla) and
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and two 7th graders (Micheala and Blake). Blake chose to 
make a paper airplane for his participation in the competition. 
His plane fl ew the greatest distance and was considered the 
best in its class. I, as his teacher, am very proud of how 
honorably he represented PGS.

“Way to Go, Blake”, Story and Photos by Marcia Schmidlin, Science Teacher,
Palestine Grade School, Palestine, IL



(continued from page 1)

The students were given time to ask lots of questions of Barry and to get to 
know him.  Cody Sloat said, “He is awesome.  I am glad he is a Cardinal 
fan.”  Tyler Simmons enjoyed saying, “He’s a Packer fan like me..cool!  
“He’s a cool, funny Cardinal fan and has accomplished many things.  I 
think it is cool that he has two jobs and I like the machine he talks through.  
I want him to come back for a visit”, added Cameron Davis.

 Student William Bosler might get his wish, “I think it is cool how 
Barry talks with the use of his machine and you can understand him.  He is 
funny and I want him to come back and spend the day with us.”  Plans are 
in the works to have Barry visit again, showing all of us, that kids need to 
be with kids, and that all kids are more similar than they are 
different.
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Barry Wasik and 
Tyler Simmons,

an 8th  grader at 
Raccoon School 

in  Centralia  agreed on two 
things…St. Louis Cardinals 
and the Green Bay Packers.
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CONTACT PEOPLE

Upcoming Conferences
TASH Annual Conference:Blazing the Trail
November 9 - 12, 2005; Milwaukee Midwest Express Center 
For more info: 410-828-8274 or <<www.tash.org>>

Sharing a Vision: Working Together for All Young Children
October 19-21, 2005, The Hyatt Hotel, Oak Brook, IL
For more info: (217) 824-4776 or
<<sharingavision@aol.com>>

Project CHOICES/The Project CHOICES Fall LRE Institute 
October 14, 2005; Four Points Sheridan, Fairview Heights, IL 
For more info: (630) 629-0551 or <<www.projectchoices.org>>
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Project CHOICES is operated by the School As-
sociation for Special Education in DuPage County 
under a grant from the State Board of Education. 
Approximately 92%  of funding is from federal 

sources.

Resources for 
Parents and 

Teachers

Consumer Involvement Fund Program 
Consumer Stipends

The Arc of Illinois administers The Consumer Involvement Fund 
Program and distributes consumer stipends to enable people 
with developmental disabilities and their family members to 
attend conferences of their choice that are directly related to 

developmental disability issues. 
For information contact:  The ARC of Illinois

(708) 206-1930
<<www.thearcofi l.org/document.asp.did=35>> 
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Exciting New Conference in Southern IllinoisExciting New Conference in Southern Illinois


